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BOOK REVIEWS 417 

The Grounds and Rudiments of Law. By W. T. Hughes. 
Vol. I. Chicago : Usonia Book Co. 1908. Pp. xix, 356. 

Mr. Hughes has professedly undertaken to condense a vast 
amount of legal learning within the scope of this small book. 
"The Grounds and Rudiments of Law," as outlined by him, 
are largely maxims found in "Broom's Maxim's." Mr. Hughes' 
attitude toward the law and his grandiloquent use of English 
throughout the book is shown in the opening sentences of his 
preface: "Bacon and Paul must ever remain two of Justitia's 
greatest sons! Wrapped in individualistic solitude they stand 
above all." There are chapters entitled "The Fountains of the 
Law," "Renaissance of the Civil Law," and "Estoppel." The 
book is practically valueless for the practitioner, owing to the 
florid style of the author and his utter lack of solidity and 
continuity of treatment, of the subject matter. The book as 
a whole discusses subjects that do not present practical diffi- 
culties to the lawyer or student, and the author's burdened 
seriousness is distinctly amusing as expressed in such sentences 
as on page 7 of the chapter entitled "Fountains of Law," 
where he says: "The unshackled savage of America was 
appalled at the national holocaust in Peru submerged in rapine 
and in blood." 

R. W. B. 



Datum Posts of Jurisprudence. By W. T. Hughes. Chicago : 
Usonia Publishing Co. 1907. Pp. xiv, 250. 

A "Datum Post," according to Mr. Hughes, is "a point from 
which a reckoning is made." In this little volume, the author 
undertakes to condense and arrange for practical use 416 lead- 
ing cases, and the various maxims and principles of law illus- 
trated thereby. The chief characteristic of the work is the 
attempt to condense without sacrificing clearness. The author 
has succeeded in this remarkably well, but it seems doubtful 
whether either the practitioner or the careful student would 
be satisfied with the condensed statement of the author if the 
original cases are available. The grandiloquent style of the 
author, so evident in his later work "The Grounds and Rudi- 
ments of Law" is not apparent in this work, except in the 
preface. If a condensed from of a number of "Leading Cases" 
is needed, Mr. Hughes's book furnishes it. 

R. W. B. 



